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Start to Take Animals
as Living Creatures

Good communication between
dtizens, specialists, politicians and
municipal avthorities is a require-
ment for good working city and
happy life of its citizens. After all,
the city is made by its citizens and
the city serves their purposes. But
there are also animals among the
inhabitants - both the vertebrates
and the invertebrates - and we are
accompanied by them at home, out-
side and also, for example, at the zoo.

Animals are also a part of our surround-
ing, which affects our city and thinking of us,
the Brno citizens. They are our “roommates”,
no matter if we have them at home or in our
surroundings - in gardens, forests, meadows,
fields, water or at the given area af the “Mnisi
hora” hill. The zoo is an important part of our

“forests, waters and hillsides” that encircle the
city from southwest to northeast.

The Speech

Code, which is being prepared for already
seven years and it could become effective
in 2011. De jure, it should promote animals
from mere things to living creatures.
Animals surely deserve it. They live in this
world much longer than people. We're just
convicted about our superiority over the whole
nature and about a belief that the whole Earth

was created to secure our existence. And we

-
behave in accordance with this conviction.

We are not gods

But it wasn't like this in our past. Re-
member the strange thrill, when you as a kid
entered the zoo for the first time. You were
amazed, when you firstly saw with your
own eyes animals that you only knew from
narration of your parents, picture books or
at best from TV. Not to-say animals that
you had no idea about! Remember, how
all this challenged your imagination... Un-
fortunately, the prime view disappears soon
and the adults sink into various stereotypes,
including the conviction that we are the lords

of creation.

That's what we should realize - if only
The new civil code
will “elevate” the animals
Do we forget about our animal compan-

symbol of which is a crocodile, the notorious
Brmo Dragon. We should refresh our childish

ions? That should be solved by a new Civil  view of the world and then we will appreciate

for the reason that we are citizens of a city,

Roman Onderka

was born in Brmo in 1965. He graduated from secondary school and from managerial school
in Ostrava. After military service he worked for Adast Adamoy, then for Ceské drdhy in Brao as
a rolling stock foreman.

He has been a Bmo City councillor since 2002. He was a Brmo-Stary Liskovec city district
councillor and o member of the Investment Committee and the Transport Committee of the Brmo
(ity Council during 2002-2006. He has been a chairman of the (SSD councillors’ party of the
Brno City Council since 2002. On 7th November 2006 he was elected the Mayor of the Statutory
City of Brmo for the 2006-2010 electoral ferm.

He was appointed as a member of the State Council for sustainable development and
a member of the Council of Furope based in Strasbourg in 2007,

Nowadays he is a shadow minister of transport, @ member of presidium of CSSD and a senior
vice-chaiman of the CSSD executive committee of the Brmo-mésto city district

Roman Onderka is married for the second time and has got an adult son from his first
marriage. He lives with his wife and three-year-old son in Stary Liskovec city district. He plays
foothall, foothalltennis and squash recreationally and also computer technology, music, theatre
and literature belong to his hobbies.
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The Caution

B

of the same species, as with the hermaphroditism
(intersexuality), also known with some crayfish. Many
low animls can be reproduced parthenogenethically,
¢.. the aphids; massive population increase occurs
in suitable conditions this way.

The body length of our “Marble crayfish” varies
from 0,5 to 12 cm. They live in o multiple-species
aquarium - its bottom is covered with light silica
sand with 2-5 mm big grains; larger sfones act as
shelters and decoration. There are no plants in the
pool. These crayfish don't like vegetation at all: they
don'tstop cutting the leaves with their pincers until
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there are only leafstalks projecting from the bottom
and limbs floating on the surface. It also isn‘t right
to keep them with fish. It wos observed that they
cut their fins, when the fish rest - mainly during the
* night. It there are more crayfish in one pool, they get
~ along quife well with each other and they usually
make do with warning positions. However, a case,
- when other ones gradually cut legs of one specimen
that has already been handicapped, also occurred.
But itis &Jmugh to separate such crayfish and it will
completéﬁipegenemte

The * Morble arayfish” breeding is not difficult
in any way. Ihey are active even during the day and
we feed them with bath the freely available feed for
rium fish and the bloodworms or floating organ-
isms, such os daphnia or water flea, whose chitinous
shell he “Morble rayfish” usesforbuiding it own
shell. There are already special feeds for crustacean,
urse. The 'crilyﬁsh regularly casts its carapace

during the growth and in many cases, it eats it to use
its substances for its own further development.

If this crayfish multiplies excessively, it should
not be released info wild, nor flushed in the toilet, as
people prefer to do. It is a quite hardened animal that
is able to survive even in Central European conditions.
Then it competes the original kinds of crayfish, as e.g.
the Noble crayfish. In addition to that, the “Marble
crayfish” transmits the crayfish plague, which our
species of crayfish are not able fo resist.

A flagellar water bound mould is the crayfish
plague agent. A disease that decimates the numbers
of crayfish in Europe for more than a century most
probably comes from North America, where the
crayfish are resistant to it. After the infection, the
specimens are uneasy, they often clean themselves
and then they become paralyzed and die. Resistant
kinds of crayfish are able to capsulate the mould
in their body and thus isolate it from the organism.
But the encapsulation may rupture and the spores
can be released into water. That's why the crayfish
plague may be transmitted even by healthy look-
ing specimens. If breeding more kinds of crayfish
in separated pools, it is necessary to follow strict
hygienic rules so as not fo transmit the mould by
e.0. net, plants or similar.

For its modesty, | can recommend the “Marble
crayfish” to everyone, who wants to breed some
crustacean - even in a small jar.

Ing. Viadimir Spurny;
Permanent Aquaristic Exhibition section foreman



Yucatan Tropical Hall
at the Zlin Zoo
Air s0 hot and humid that you could cut it with

a knife. Plants of unusual shapes, colours and scents,
giant trees and brittle bromelias and orchids. Whisper-

ing waterfoll, drizzle and steam mist. Bright-coloured
birds fly and scream above your head and you can see

tamarins and marmosets romping in lush vegetation.
An emerald green iguana lazily crawls over the pathway.

Predatory piranhas glance in pools, stingrays float with
grace and crocodiles wait for their prey. You have got
slow sloths and tree anteaters within reach.

Such experience is offered in the new Yucatan
Tropical Hall that was opened at the Zlin Zoo in October
2006. It is absolutely unique with its conception;
you can't find a similar one anywhere in Europe. It
represents richness and variety of Central American

rainforest. It's a home for more than 20 animal spe-
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Maya god of sun

The Presentation

cies and 1700 plants of 200 kinds. Except animals

and plants, we will show you ancient Maya civilization
that developed onthe Yucatan peninsula. You can see
Maya shrine, stone relieves, hieroglyphics, sacrifcial
alfar and even a fomb of Maya king.

The Tropical Hall is the newest but not the only
magnet of the Zlin Zoo. Several other expositions have
been built during the last four years. You should surely

see the African elephants” pavilion, new lions” exhibit

and the attractive Ring-ailed Lemurs’ Island. In the

unique Amazonia pavilion you can meet a band of
restless Squirrel monkeys and walk through the lorgest

aviary for macaws. In summer, the Amazonian area
becomes a home for alligators. Their exposition is

really exceptional. Two-mefer long repfiles live in part

of a natural pool. Through exibit of the Rednecked
wallabies and the Emus is the centre of Austruliun

%
=

Photo by Zoo Zlin

Waterfall t the Yucatan Tr'os-icul Hall |
i‘

from close me|m|Ty GWISO sae Wh”% % . \

wallabies among them
And what ne 4 do wp plrepure? We are qgmg
- Greater flamingos near the
rin We wiII start

l‘ .
ear |
‘ .

Photo by Zoo Zlin

Alligators in the new ¢




Pictures from the Brno Zoological Garden

Zoologické zahrady

Sk &
Prof. MVDr. Dagmar Jezkovd, Dr.Sc. moderated the colloguium
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it took place on

wsrﬁlstered 757 litle potients and 694 porents or
attendance: huve visited the z00. Prof. Jezkovd plays
f mportuﬁgle in the 200's cooperation with the

, there were 56

Mgr. Irena VIckovd

dlinic from the very beginning. She helps with her sensitive
approach fo run oll the actions successfully.

It was obvious already in 1998 that the visits had
a beneficial influence not only on the children, but on whole
their families: stress evoked by the iflness and the therapy
eased ond was replaced by enthusiosm from being with
animals in natural surroundings of the “Mnigf hora” hill and
joy from a pleasant change of common daily routine. Thus
the clinic decided to make reqular visits, which the children
90 through with their parents, nurse and sometimes even
a doctor once a month, except the summer holidays.

Children are driven by o minibus through the z00 and
they get off on interesting places to see the chasen exhibits
closely. Workers of the Promotional and Educational Section
act as the special quides for them, but also the breeders
like to devote their time to them: they tell the children
inferesting things about breeding and ollow them to stroke
or feed some of the animals. The children meet female
camel Mada, offer some fruits or vegetables to Barbary
sheep, elks and gelados, watch the Drocoena feeding, feed
the Meerkats with insects and stroke Russion rat snake



Bohunka Peceriovd

and Tapir. Filling in simple tests that review the children's
knowledge about animals is a part of the programme
in recent years. After the tour of the zo0o, they usually
have a rest and some refreshment in the restauront “At
the Tiger". Some children come repeatedly - they even
call for the visit; they already know the zoo and they ask
informed questions about the animals. Once a year, usually
in September, they go for a trip to another zoo.

During his opening speech, MVDr. Marfin Hovorka,
Ph.D, director of the Brno Zoo, pointed out the importance

Launching ceremony of Véra Linhartova‘s book

of z00s for human profit and interest in the 21 century.
Panel discussion, moderated by Prof. Jezkovd, dealt with
the trends of social pediatry from the point of view of
oncologists, pediatrician-oncologists, social educationalists,
psychologists and ecologists. Following guest speakers fook
part in the discussion: doc. PhDr. Hana Horkd, CSc. (Faculty
of Education of the Masaryk University), PhDr. Blonka
Knopov, CSc. (Faculty of Education of the Masaryk Uni-
versity), Mar. Irena VIckovd (Children’s Oncological Clinic),
Prof. PhDr. Marek Blatny, CSc. (Institute of Psychology),
Prof. MUD:. Joroslav Stérbo, Ph.D. (Children’s Oncologica
Clinic), Prof, MUD:. Jii Vorlcek, CSc. (Children's Oncological
Clinic) and others. Doc. PhDr. Véra Linhartovd, (Sc. (Faculty
of Medicine of the Masaryk University) talked on how the
children and their parents appreciate the regular visis ot
the z00 in the course of fen years.

Antonin Dvaidk’s Moravian Dusts and Ludwig van
Beethoven's Romance F dur for violin and piano were
played by students of the Faculty of Education, conducted
by PhDr. Blanka Knopovd, (Sc., during the musical part
of the colloquium. Eleven-years-old Bohunka Peceriovd

Pictures from the Brno Zoological Garden

- dl’ .

from Vizovice, former participant of the visits, ployed Lud-

wig van Beethoven's Waltz no. 9 and Luigi Boccherini’s
Fandango on electronic organ.

When ivories and applause died away.and Bohunka
brushed away her tears, a little climax of the colloguium
came: launching ceremony of the perfectly wrought booklet
called "Watch the chimpanzee smile”. The iterary work of
Véra Linhartovd has o sublitle: "Stories from the Oncological
Clinic". The author wos captured by the idea of Prof. Jezkovd
to visit the families of some children, who used o be
patients of the clinic and used o visit the z00. She wanted fo
find out, how the children managed to return into common
lite and what did the visis give fo them. In ix chapters, the
book shows, how the children cope with the fomily.cimate
changed by their long therapy and it also mentions the life
of families that have lost their children.

The morning meeting of specialists in the projection hall
of the administration building wos followed by on afternoon

(

Acknowledgement to performers of the Educational Facu
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programme prepared for the former patients of the dinic and

their atfendance. Invited guests could go by a lttle frain or

an electric truck ond see the feeding demonstrations in the
main exhiits. The children compared
nature during the compefifion

gitknowledge about

the performance
of Zeman's Wooden Theate onies. There was

a surprie for everyone - a pig raasfing in the Indian village.
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The afternoon programme also included christening of giraffe
Julie, born in December last year. Julie was christened by Mr.
Roman Onderka, the mayor of Brno.

Fdvard Stuchlik
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The Contemplation

’ Animals Know How to
Brave ngh Temperutures
Ayear passedﬁ'y and summer came again

Mumth a heat wg&lg,;ym,_*when fhe same questions

return: What do the Polor bears ond other animals
do )p,such heat? It's true tthT s really hard for
the “ice ummols‘“espeﬁ?y‘rm's but they

~ know how fo copeq |t i

the main reason was not the heat: the young
one almost didn’t suck the breast milk from its
mother - an inexperienced primipara.

Animals have various thermoregulation

mechanisms to brave the high temperatures. Mr.
Zdenék Veselovsky in his book called Animals’

Ethology wrote that even outlasting the highest
temperatures in shadow: or in shelter belongs

to such mechanisms. Among other methods Mr.

Veselovsky ranks .g. gradual rising of the body

1 E' temperature up to 41 °C during the day, so that

there would be @ minimum difference between

 the body and surroundings temperatures and that
should decrease sweating and limit the water loss.

Especially ostri'éhes and Arabian camels are good
at this ﬂxerhod Storks extend their wings and
expose L’B‘&qthered parts of their bodies. Same as

condors, the s storks spray their legs with thin drop-

pings thn’r,q[sg coo_I the body while vaporizing. The
same effedfﬁhs the saliva, which the kangaroos

r especially their lower limbs with.

Itis typical for many desert animals to go
ouw their burrows only by night, when it's
colder out3|de.._SqU|rre|s in the Kalahari Desert
) their densely furred il over their bodies like

an umbrella. (Birds that rear young ones do it
similarly - they shade the nest by extending
their wings.)

Water vaporization is an effective means
of cooling, especially for mammals with large
number of sweat glands. Birds don't have sweat
glands and that’s why they use the open beak
ventilation and the rapid breathing to cool their
well perfuded fissues. Pigeons, nightjars, some
gallinaceous and especially pelicans and cormo-
rants vibrate the jugular wattle, which reminds
fanning. The ventilation decreases the throat
temperature by up to 5 °C and this gradually
cools the whole organism.

Also dogs, cats and some ungulates use the
open mouth ventilation. Besides, mammals have
certain places on their body to radiate heat, which
are not hairy and we call them thermic windows.
Dogs have such places on their stomach and chest
and thats why they sleep on their side, when it's
warm; they close these windows by curling up
in cold weather. Also pinnipeds have the thermic
windows - they use them while on dry land.

Animals from dry areas can effectively econo-
mize on water. Camel knows this very well; it can
drink o hectolitre of water in one stroke and then
it doesn't have to drink for 10 months (as long
as it doesn't have to work). Many rodents from
dry deserts and also Australian koala bears and
other animals gain water only from food.

At the Bmo Zoo, animals mostly outlast the
heat period relaxing in shade of trees and it's
often easier for them than in wild. They can’t
get too substantial food and they have to have
enough water to drink. We give the Polar bears
sea fish frozen in an ice cube, which cools them
when eating it; in addition to that, it's a good
amusement for them to get the prey out of the
ice. Some mammals and birds, .g. tapirs, bears,
ostriches, owls and eagles, cool themselves in
water pools. We just exceptionally hose water
directly on animals. Humidification of surround-
ings also helps to ool the animals and that's why
we spray with vaporizer the exotic birds" aviaries,
water plants and floor in aviaries of birds of prey
and hose the seals’ sandy beach.

Jan Kamenik
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Young kiang

Bison Was Born

The B Zoo has bred the Bisons, the well known
bovine even-toed ungulates from North America, since
its foundation; since then, a lot of young ones were
born on the “Mnisi hora” hill. The present breeding
group consists of three females born in Brno - the
oldest one in 1983 and the two younger ones in
2001. A young male born in 2002 at the Prague Zoo
joined them. The male proved himself as a sufficient

progenitor of new breeding immediately afterwards.

The first arrival came on 11™ June 2005, another
female was born on 18 October 2006 and another
young female was born on 3rd July this year. (red)

Young bison

Hot news

kept in captivity recorded in International
Stud Book. Kiangs have never been domes-

ticated. (red)

Kosicanka Whelped
for the Second Time

In the Safari exhibit, where there was a five-
member group of Chapman's zebras among other

T

sixth zebra appeared on 27" July momn-

jka, also called Kosicanka (she comes
& Zoo), gave birth fo a young one..

he doesn't have a name yet. Her

' HM leading stallion, originally from

the B0|n|ce Too. Two years'ago, Ajka already gave
 birth to a litle male, which is with the herd so far.

Until the new arival, he still tried to romp around
with his mother, but éhe‘hjn '
away. The second breedin

Third Young Kiang

The Brno Zoo has bred the Asian wild ass
- Kiang - since 2000, when it gained a male
Sumo and a female Ulrika from the Berlin
Too; soon, they were joined by Irbe, a female
from the Riga Zoo. The first young one, male
Honzik, was born in 2005, female Hanka
was born two years ago and on 4" July this
year, another male was born; he doesn't have
a name yet. While Honzik already left for the
Hodonin Zoo, Hanka can still be seen rﬁhning
around in the exhibit. The leading stallion is
separated from the group nowadays.

Kiangs live in smaller groups of females
lead by a stallion, which protects the herd o
both from natural enemies (as w&!ves are)
and another stallions that live either lonely -
or in so-called bachelors’ groups. Thus the
leading males tend to be '.‘ essive and

they refurn after 6 months. K'an. e hi
endangered and they belong fo th

quite quickly. Five zoos breed“l:he Kiang in
(zech Republic. The biggefl’r"group in Eur
is at the Riga Zoo, Laivia, and it num
specimens (13 males and l%':;males).

1# January 2006, there wér'_ 9 spei
b



The Responsibility

Haidas from Brno a Timber wolf and Eskymos from

Bratislova an European reindeer.

The Zoogames were officially opened by MVDr.
Martin Hovorka, Ph.D., the Brno Zoo director, while
the Indian chieftains and their people ceremonially

s, the Zlin-Lesnd Zoo was
Jihlava Zoo third. The points
o fistance was very close. Thirteen Czech teams and
s one Slovakian - the Bratislava Zoo - took part

in the competition. The. compefition took place in

-

)
0 recreational cenfre in Herolnc,e u Tignova from

) 4 Mwmju% '
i o This fime, the iutﬁ ehchoogumeswere held

”I}M"d'”" spirit; there were e;&,’norsehuck riding or
ftual doncing compﬂhon m

- The competing zoos; o
- feams, because

o

disciplings.

The Nuskupi. (Prague Zoo) won the tug-of-war

: | lined up on Friday 15" June af 8 p.m. Immediately

* afterwards, camp fire lightened the Svratka River
_ valley and the flrst discipline started - individual
¥ Indian tnhes mfr.oduced themselves by dancing and
| singing. b;gshow was the story of the Delawares
from the Usti nad Labem Zoo.

Merﬂﬂ} smyed at the fireplace to eat roasted
bison me&]‘;(ﬂqusfed pork sausages), drink firewater
ind falk about important things. In the meantime,

ndian women set out on a night competition trail.

cela Slddkovd of the Mohave tribe (Dvbr Krdlové
Zoo{ﬁume the bravest, fastest and smartest squaw
in the dark forest, where ghosts lurked. Collective

Photo by Natdlie Kantorovd

ing ot the fireplace losted for info the night.

Photo by Natdlie Kantorovd

The Indians woke up tired on Saturday morning,
but still they started competing right after the break-

fast. At first they had to rescue an eagle egg. They
were delivering it to a hatchery on a horse without
asaddle, but some of them were surprised by the
horseback riding - the horses didnt have a steering

wheel. Arapacs from the Plzefi Zoo were the best riders.
The sun was merciless and our throats became parched.

So the next competition - running with prey - started
after a refreshment break. Each team member had to
bring a potato on two sficks to  goal. It was not that
easy, the potato was quite disobedient. The Mohegans
from the D&tin Zoo reached the best time. A whaling
competition in a pool followed, which the competitors
went through in pairs. Vasek and Petr of the Cheyenne

tribe from the Zlin-Lesnd Zoo became the best hunters.

Other games came after a good lunch cooked by Marek
Miaskat. The Indians threw themselves info squaw

hunting, javelin throw against a smoking bison, tug-

of-war and a knowledge test. The hardest thing was o
catch o squaw; many of the hunters finished up in the
arms of a nurse. MVDr. Lukds Pavladik of the Mohave

tribe (Dvir Krdlové Zoo) won in the javelin throw. The
tug-of-war was the most dramatic competition. There
were two tribes in the final duel: the Naskapi (Prague
T00) and the Haida (Bmo Zoo). In the end the Naskapi
won, because they outweight our team. The Cheyenne
tribe from Zlin-Lesnd and the Haida tribe from Brno
were lucky in the finol knowledge test - they shared the
first place. The fest consisted of a worksheet for pupils
of lower secondary schools called , Our Mammals”.
All107 satisfied competitors said good-bye to
each other on Sunday 17" June and went home.

Mgr. Svétla Vitkovd,

Brmo Zoo free time educator
and a member of the Zoogames organizing team

Photo by Natdlie Kantorovd



First Rearing of Saker
Falcon

The Brno Zoo managed to rear a Saker
falcon (Falco cherrug) for the first time. The
Saker falcon is the biggest kite nesting in the
(zech Republic. We firstly observed the young

one in the nest on 13" May; the parents - oth-

erwise very shy and fearful - took care about it
perfectly and they raised a lovely and healthy
specimen.

The Brno Zoo had a pair of Saker falcons
so far: female Giba was born in April 1999 and
male Marco in April 1998. 1 placed a nest table
(50 x 30 cm) under a shelter in their aviary in
the end of January; it was bound with 5 cm
high edge, so that the eggs couldn’t scatter.
I spilled a bit of litterfall onto this “nest”. There
was another possibility of nesting: on one of
the two stone pillars that are in the aviary and
the birds like o sit on them.

Loud squeals announced the mating call in
the beginning of February. The falcons became
even shier and they were wild during feeding.
| didn‘t observe the mating, but it could be
seen that the female tried to nest - she was
staying on the nest table. | saw the first egg
on 8" March. Both the birds were watchful and

followed my every move, whether during feed-

ing or just walking along the aviary. The male
sometimes warningly announced my approach.
I reduced cleaning not to disturb the birds and
| also didn't visit the aviary without a good
reason, of course. More eggs appeared after
several days. It wasn't possible to determine
their number and date of their laying, because
the female was sitting on them and watching
them all the time. | saw maximally five eggs.
However, one day the nest was empty and there
were rests of shells on the ground. Probably
a marten visited the aviary.

After frustration of the first egg-laying,
irds of prey sometimes lay eggs for the second
time. That's why | made another nesting place,
this time in the shape of cube with an open entry
with an edge on one side. | fastened it to the
back side of the aviary and left enough space
between the new and the old nest.

The Future
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NETBOX® a proud godfather

SMART Comp,

the operator of the
metropolitan area network
NETBOX®, decided to
support Brno ZOO and
have become a proud god
father of a young camel

girl Polly, to whom we all
wish good health and many
happy years in Brno.

Polly is not likely to use our
services but the inhabitants
of Brno, Jihlava and Prague
have been using them
since 2001. We have many
innovations for this autumn
such as the start up of the
digital TV or higher speed
of the internet. See for
yourself on www.netbox.cz.

Ing. Andrea Cuperova,
Executive manager
SMART Comp a.s

with the young camel lady
called Polly

Information and orders

I ™
]

i

9

NETBOX

BAVTE SE.

tel. 841 400 500 a www.netbox.cz



